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COPS V SQUATTERS: THE KENTISH TOWN NON-SHOWDOWN 





This is the tale of the end of The Kentish 
Town squat (above the Co-Op). This tale of 
riot shields and protective suits is not for 
the faint of heart. | recommend the 
squeamish go read today's Metro or watch 
Eastenders. 


Now, before | tell this tale | will speak of 
the first eviction attempt on Kentish Town, 


ANTI-SOCIAL B 





At the heart of the existence of the 
state is the need for the the state to 
control the population. This is done in 
different ways to different types of 
people. The state (and all the different 
institutions and interests it represents) 
will use the media, religious morality, 
police brutality and the cultural/social 
norms it produces to protect the 


back in March. On the morning of this 
eviction the occupants ate breakfast on the 
roof, barricaded the door and promptly told 
the Bailiffs to leave. The would-be evictors 
left empty-handed and with a tear in their 
hearts. "We'll be back" was the promise. 


‘Twas a dreary and rainy morning (5:00 
am), the 23rd of June when a home for 
many was lost. While the 16 Pirates of 
Kentish slept, the forces of the Camden 
Army crept to their door. They used a high 
pressure mechanical hammer to bust open 
the double barricaded entrance. The 
de-occupation of Kentish Town also 
involved the fabulous Sheriffs Team 
Climbers who cut the barbed wire fencing 
and climbed inside the haven. Helicopters 
deployed a few pawns onto the roof, and 
then they moved in. 


Some officers were confused and thought 
windows were doors and instead of keys 
they had to use their boots! The officers 
were rather loud, waking most of the 


occupants as they marched from flat to flat. 
Doors were kicked open the tired squatters 
were told to gather their things and "Come 
with us". Those who did the kicking down 
of doors were clad in Riot suits and armed 
with shields and truncheons. The only other 
weapon in their arsenal was sass. 


The entire building was un-liberated in less 
than an hour. In all 190 officers were 
involved in this operation, what a waste of 
tax money eh? Money that could have 
provided homes for the homeless perhaps? 


The building will be renovated into fancy, 
hi-class, clean luxury flats, which will be let 
for just as posh prices. 


Babylon's forces took the names of all the 
occupants, who were then tagged and 
released into civilisation. One occupant 
was cuffed and brought to the station, but 
released after they found they had no 
reason to hold him. 


EHAVIOUR OR POLICE STATE? 


existing capitalist structure and market 
rule of society. To do this it will also 
pretend to seek the consent and 
legitimacy of the people that it will 
impose its power onto. This is done by 
creating a culture of fear and 
insecurity into people, who will in turn, 
look up to the idea of the state and 
other positions of authority with a 
fearful respect. “As long as you have 
nothing to hide then you have nothing 
to fear” is the underlying message sent 
out to the population. 


Anti-Social Behaviour Orders have 
become the newest tool that the state 
and its interests are using to control 
behaviour on the streets. ASBOs are 
seen as targeting behaviours which 
terrorise communities and lower the 
quality of life. From drunken yobs, 
teenage gangs to crack houses and 
prostitutes. In Camden there have 
been 50 ASBOs served on people; 
mainly crack users, teenagers and 


prostitutes. These orders can be 
applied for by the police, council or 
social landlords. Interim ASBOs can be 
served by police which can put people 
in exile for 24 hours from a designated 
area, usually boroughs. The increasing 
use of ASBOs as well as the diversity 
of its and the social and political 
impact of them have become clearer 
to people. 


ASBOs served on crack houses mean 
that anyone found in those properties 
can be guilty of breaching an ASBOs 
which is a crime punishable to up to 5 
years in prison. This means that the 
100 or so houses already served 
ASBOs in Hackney cannot be legally 
squatted for up to 6 months. For 
squatters and people who can’t afford 
to pay rent for shelter it will mean that 
there will be less and less places they 
can live. ASBO’s are now being served 
on areas, like Somers Town in Euston, 


ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR CONTINUED... 


for a period of a few months against under 16’s. Basically 
making it impossible for under 16’s who live in the area to 
have a social life or hang out on street corners. Residents of 
those areas which be continually faced with anti-social 
behaviour might welcome such measures, but, like CCTV 
cameras which were hailed as a way to curb street crime, 
people have found that crime has just moved elsewhere. 
This “not in my backyard” mentality shows that crime 
cannot be solved but merely just moved into other areas. 
There is also the potential that by breaching ASBOs more 
and more kids will be put into youth detention centres and 
exposed to mental and physical violence which can ruin 
their lives or force kids to commit suicide. There are over a 
hundred cases a year of kids and early twenty-year olds 
committing suicide in prisons up and down the country, 
most of whom are in prison because of petty stealing. This 
is one of the hidden costs of the ASBOs. 


By defining what is social and anti-social, the state, along 
with the police, are attempting to re-define what behaviour 
is acceptable to society. ASBOs have already been used on 
political demonstrators, against animal rights activists and 
will eventually create more ways for the police to control 
political as well as social dissent. This is part of a wider 
strategy of social control, connected with the war on 
terrorism, zero tolerance policing (which has already 
claimed the life of Kebba Jobe in Camden), asylum sweeps, 
a policeman in every school, the proposed introduction of 
ID cards and CCTV on every street. A society of control, 





with the all seeing eye of the state, keeping us servile, 
afraid and generating profits for them. The ideal capitalist 
society. Do we all want to be contestants in Big Brother? Or 
can we find ways of solving our own problems and resisting 
the encroaching power of the state. For more info. and to 
meet up with people fighting against this nightmare vision 
come to the occupied social centre. 


A WEEK OF RESISTANCE TO BP AND BIG OIL 





f NE: FURNITURE i 


A new social space in Camden has been occupied at 50 
Chalk Farm Road. The building was opened on Saturday 
12th June, when as part of an ongoing campaign against 
BP. the environmental campaign group Rising Tide liberated 
this space in order to use it as an Art Gallery for an 
exhibition of paintings and other work depicting the ‘true 
face of BP and their contribution to climate change’. The 
week of resistance was planned to coincide with the BP’s 
sponsorship of the National Portrait Award - another 
example of big business using cultural events to promote 
their brand. 


FST 40% 


Whilst BP are busy encouraging British artists and their 
creative talent, indigenous peoples are having their lands 
stolen, poisoned and destroyed. All over the world people's 
livelihoods and human rights are severely violated as BP. 
ExxonMobil, Shell and the rest of the industry plunder and 
mutilate for the sake of oil (like in the disastrous Baku 
Ceyhan and Sakhalin pipelines). Our environment and our 


climate are being thrown into chaos whilst the culprits try to 
blind us with their sunny logos and cultural sponsorship. 


The Rising Tide week of actions combined demonstrations 
with the reclaiming of art and public space, bringing 
squatters, artists and activists together. Events that have so 
far taken place in the Chalk Farm space include discussions 
and films on the issue of climate change, speakers from 
West Papua and Columbia - areas where people and the 
environment have been massively affected by the oil and 
mining industries, as well as a radio programme made in 
the building, which was broadcast on Resonnance FM. 


The new social space has been welcomed by local 
residents, particularly young people who usually have little 
to do but hang around the streets, being hassled by police. 


On Monday 14th June, a protest was called during the BP 
sponsored awards ceremony at the National Portrait 
Gallery. As protesters were gathering at around 7pm, four 
London Rising Tide activists chained themselves across the 
front door, effectively shutting down the National Portrait 
Gallery. 


On Wednesday 16th June, climate change activists and 
artists held a ‘Greenwash or Us’ street Party outside BP HQ, 
many carrying artworks showing a true portrait of an oil 
company. The street party then marched to the private 
view of the National Portrait Gallery Awards. When pro- 
testers tried to move towards the entrance of the gallery, 
police rapidly moved in and pushed people back. In the 
resulting scuffles one person got arrested for “not moving”. 
The party then continued for several hours, and later in the 
evening was followed by the opening of the art exhibition 
at the Chalk Farm squat. 


50 Chalk Farm Road will keep going until it is evicted, and 
they’d welcome volunteers, so get down there soon... 


TRAVELLER RESISTANCE 


A Traveller Info-Night was 
held on Monday, 28 June at 
Grand Banks Occupied Social 
Centre. During the evening a 
film was shown about the 
plight of Travellers in the UK. 
This was followed by a 
discussion and dinner. 


Travellers face increasing 
pressure and opposition from 
local councils to leave the land 
that they have bought and 
maintained in good faith. The 
government urged them to stop 
living on council land. So, they 
began buying land to live on in 
the 1980s. Travellers have 
made every effort to 
compromise with government 
pressure. Buying land was 
done with the intention to give 
their children some stability, 
security, and long-term 
education. Now, they are 
repeatedly evicted from their 
own land - land that they paid 
for is repossessed from them - 
regularly leaving them 
homeless and adrift with 
nowhere else to go. 


All Travellers seek is to 
maintain their way of life. The 
BNP (British National Party) has 
explicitly targeted Travellers in 
their campaign platforms, 
saying 'BNP councillors will 
press for the power to 
immediately evict travellers/ 
gypsies from private [i.e land 
they own themselves] or 
council lands...' (source: BNP 
2004 Council Elections 
Manifesto). The far right British 
National Party has made 


strides in the most recent 
election, with 788,773 votes - 
a share of 5.16%. Poll results 
suggest the party's support is 
not necessarily the product of 
low turnouts as sometimes 
argued. (source: BBC News 
website). In Epping and 
Bradford the BNP made further 
gains in the most recent 
elections, gaining 3 seats in 
Loughton. 


Days after the election families 
at Payne's Lane faced 
immediate eviction. In Epping 
specifically - an area that is 
home to many Traveller sites - 
the BNP pledged to ‘evict 
Gypsies immediately’. 


Some of the local Travellers 
have lived on their own land at 
Payne's Lane and Lower 
Nazeing for fourteen years and 
now face eviction. The BNP's 
failure to make a major break- 
through electorally is partly due 
to a campaign against them, 
but also due to the vote split 
caused by UKIP UKIP has been 
referred to as 'BNP Lite’ and 
also holds arguably racist 
stances on issues like Travellers 
and immigrants. At this time 
more than ever we need to 
stand in support of Traveller 
communities and all groups 
targeted by racist policies. 


For more information or to 
receive regular updates, email: 
nooneisillegal2003@yahoo.co. 
uk or phone 07800647216. 
Links: http://www.irr.org.uk 
http://www. gypsy-traveller.org 


KEBBA JOBE UPDATE 





A father of a seven-year old 
child, Kebba 'Dobbo’ Jobe 42, 
was killed on Saturday 15th 
may at approximately 2pm in 


broad daylight. An undercover 
police man approached Kebba 
in Camden Lock and attempted 
to arrest him on suspicion of 
dealing drugs, an accusation 
friends and witnesses deny. 
During the violent arrest, 
Kebba died. 


Kebba’s family are still awaiting 
an inquiry to find out what 
happened. If you witnessed 
anything, please contact 
Hickman & Rose Solicitors on 
0207 700 2211 to make a 
statement. 


LONDON SOCIAL 
CENTRES ROUND-UP. 


LONDON ACTION RESOURCE CENTRE 
@62 Fieldgate Street, Whitechapel, London E1 
IN (=Xol =x] Mm 10] of= Fam wali cexelate] o>) B 


A meeting space and resource for groups who 
Wola encolmmnele (xe) MxeXa(o] Melatelale [MUA om atom al-Me lai 
systemic library and archive. Check out their 

WYA=) Sh (= Wa Kolmme] eLecolsallale M=\A-) al HAVANA yalelolatel como) ice 


56A INFOSHOP/FAIRSHARES CO-OP 
@56 Crampton Street, Elephant & Castle, London 
SE17. Nearest tube: Elephant & Castle. 


Anarchist infoshop: books, magazines, news 
papers, archive. Fairshares organic food 
wholesalers opens from Thursday to Saturdays 
from 10am. 


USE YER LOAF 
@227 Deptford High Street, Deptford, London 
Nearest tube: Bermondsey. 


Cafe every Friday night 

Radical history group meet every month 

a LUem fe) iileo] allan Malle] alcHu/aareil atelatell fete) atel are! 
record sales every 2nd Saturday of the month. 


FREEDOM 

@Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel High Street, 
Whitechapel, London E1. Nearest tube: Aldgate 
East. 


Established Anarchist Bookshop and Publishers. 
cote lUla-Mcolmialielaipacolalel coal eimals\vey o\e] ol-1e 

Led 4 oj =i DLO) Nod aos Mi aal=\-1ilale mm Kexevanimel ae MuCexel(e) 
Hacklab for computer skills-sharing. Opens from 
10am - 6pm, Wednesday to Sunday. 


POGOCAFE/EMMAZ SOCIAL CENTRE 
@ 491 Gallery, 491 Grove Green Road, 
RSV Co al-ycol al Yam Kolatelola Pay (-Yolk-S-) mu Ul ol -Fa Roa} Colal 


oYofoleol i= MMM olla bvolim oxo) [=X mi COM Kolo Ulale CMcels 
aalaateraestotel(e] M@X-Valix-M CoM LU) anial-limon\Zal cell (ellatep 
Will be opening shortly at 491 Gallery (a 
KoJatepac-lauaMecxe [eronac-YeMelam olce)[-to) Mia Koyvacolatsrelal-Welale, 
FX-lalate mmilal-Md-1e [ela mcoveXe am molmmantole-MlalcoMonl-to@oley: 
WANA sles (olxelr- MoM UE] a 


RAMPARTS OCCUPIED SOCIAL CENTRE 
@15-17 Rampart Street, Off Commercial Road, 
Whitechapel, London E1. Nearest tube: 
Whitechapel. 


Xexot=Yay i Ware) eX=valsve Mcexel(e] Vola my ofola-M col mal k-Yol INZ2) 
resistance. Open events are being organised in 
the coming weeks. 





CENTRE 


SOCTAL 


WHAT IS A SOCIAL CENTRE? 


NYoXelol Ma-Jalin-sMela-Me) (ola Ual-1k- We el-to) o)(-Mt-)imelaelolalhi-Mre) 
create new worlds, new possibilities and social 

ol Lt aloLini-tamcomuvele[-Mle] XelelmeolateMa-lahixelic-toMal(-laeleaalixe]| 
power. Places where people aren’t judged on their 

ro] TIT NA CoMeCoLerielual-Melm oleetella-Mm Valle Me lh -1ex-melale| 
iilealelroslare MoleoUtiolaMe fale Mt-)imvolaelelalkx-teMelorhZinacccla 
take place. 


MYM ol -Ye (ola al- @Xecol6] o){-toMcYorel(e] MOX-lalic-M elke) (umole mo) me] 
need for space - for ourselves and others, to create 
communities, to realise our creativity, to hear music, 
T-Y- Maa Pane [XU KS Memolale Ml aMelaM-lanulcclalaal-lalmeimeclelatel | 
cuts and privatisation which has led to the closure of 
aalclaandellelalrelavaelaremeclaialelalinarselelaccymare mesa halla 
(@oTnate(=1a Wan oL0] Me lol nos: Molaro (olaMelaleMiUlaral-\ mel i{-y(o Mam a (e [oss 
Wat 1K Md -Me (olale male hd Wacom) o\-vale Manlolal-yamcomucell @uialcelerel al 
the door, where we can in this world where everything 
atocMeM lai: MEVolamomecloameMelilailesoMeolmelatouiat-mivelsleh 
VLLAKCLULmatrelal-yakolMnncele(-M iol Solel em cleimarleiielel Melle Mmelate 
self-management. 


The project began at The Radical Dairy in Stoke 
Newington which lasted for 14 months. We then 
moved to 93 Fortess Road where we lasted for 2 
aakelaliar yam s\-1coLk-Matlondlale Me) om ial-Maotele Ma coMial-M = cleduelale| 
sol al cam LU Collale MmmAULiatelele ace Mele-Molalc-Maalela-Mmelate(-1s 
threat of eviction, we plan to continue the 

project even if we have to move again. 


HOW THE CENTRE 1S RUN 


The social centre is run on the principle of self- 
aarelatole(-1an-ValMmdalioaManl-tolacmialonmel | Me(-toli(elatwe] oLelehmial- 
raUlalaliate Moymiat-m o)(olo-Mele-Mantele(-Muslcolelelamoclant-laliehy 
discussion at open weekly meetings. These take place 
every Wednesday at 7.30pm - please feel welcome to 
rColaat-mel (olale Melati lelaiel exeu-Mlamial-me(-tarstelatilel diate 
process. 


NEEG FOR VOLUNTEERS 


We also try to have a process that, where possible, 

tJ akost- MV aloe lal-Maclalie-Meol rom xelaligl lel MoM al-Maelalaliare 
roy Mya onVAodcelelalciiale M-NA-1ALCMm ete) dale mma (-tolaliate pmaatel.dlate 
coffee etc. We are staffed entirely by volunteers and as 
we are open from 11am-12pm every day, only closing 
stole aats-aulale mm Cievemere] (clare (el mcolme(-1.e1]) Mmialck-M Ce momen 
Nols @ncom o-Mololal-MelaloMmuv-M cole] (e Me] a-ToLi name] s)s]e-Laloni 
some more volunteers, particularly over the summer. If 
ZoLUMZeLe Co MIL <-McoMal-)| Mele mel mual-Mcvolele] Mo-lalic- Mm OE 
rxolaal-Me(oigamelale Mm Lena ycoLelamalelan(-Melamial-M4-1-1,¢) colic 











PROJECTS AT THE OCCUPIED SOCIAL CENTRE 


If you would like to get involved in any of the following projects, 
please come along to one of our open weekly meetings, help 
every Wednesday, 7.30pm, at the Occupied Social Centre, 
156-158 Fortess Rd, NW5 (opposite Tufnell Park tube). 


= NTERNET CAFE REBELDE 
Cae RADIO PROJECT 


The project is in early stages, 
with equipment being sourced & 
material recorded. Trainings 
every Monday at 7.30pm 





The fair-trade coffee 

project is being 

extended to social 
centres around the UK, a visit to 
the autonomous communities in 
Mexico is planned for New Year. 





COMMUNICATIONS 


We welcome contributions to this 
monthly newsletter, and are also, 
in the longer-term, working on a 
booklet about experiences of 
social centres projects. 


EVENTS : JULY 


Every day 
from midday 
Fresh fair-trade coffee . 


C) ART PROJECT 
4! T-shirt designing & 
tz) printing takes place 
weekly on Saturdays, 
banners have been made & ideas 
and involvement is welcome. 


Every Monday 7.30pm 
Occupied Radio Project workshop & skill-sharing 


Every Tuesday 7.30pm 

WOMBLES meeting: from actions against state 
borders, fascism, capitalist institutions - direct action is 
the form our struggle takes. All meetings are open for 
anyone to find out more and to be involved in 
whatever is planned. 


- Every Wednesday 7.30pm 

Social Centre meeting: ideas for events :: discussions. 
We work on the principle of self-management, and all 
decisions are made collectively in the meeting, so 
please come along and participate. 


Ie Every Friday 7.30pm 

J— = Anti-Copyright Cinema - free films :: Mexican cafe 
%e— Actions against intellectual property, and the 
commercialisation of creativity. 






Every Saturday 2.00pm 
t-shirt & screen-printing, stencil-making. 


Every Saturday 7.30pm 
Social evenings - cafe :: music. 


Every Sunday 2.00pm 


| | Sewing, clothes-making. 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


Thurs 15 7.30pm Casualisation and Dole Resistance. 
Open discussion, film & cafe. 


Sun 18 8pm Acoustic Night: Penelope Swales 
(Australian) Singer/Songwriter 
Fri 29 7.30pm Genoa G8 legal trial film & 


Anti-copyright night 

A recent film about the repression and recently started 
trial of people arrested during the Genoa G8 protests 
3 years ago 


For weekly events updates see calendar on: 
www.wombles.org.u 


